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artisans and agricultural labourers will approach the con-
sideration of political and social problems with fresh and
vigorous minds. . . . For the moment, we demand the
equalisation of the franchise. . . . Our next demands will be
electoral districts, cheap elections, payment of members, and
abolition of hereditary legislators. When our demands are
complied with, we shall be thankful, but we shall not rest.
On the contrary, having forged an instrument for democratic
legislation, we shall use it.9

The persons who charged Mr. Labouchere with
dreaming because lie thus predicted the probable
course, and defined the natural principles, of future
democratic legislation, seem to me to have done him
much injustice. His forecast of political events is
extremely rational; and I cannot but agree with him
in thinking it absurd to suppose that, if the hard-
toiled and the needy, the artisan and the agricultural
labourer, become the depositaries of power, and if
they can find agents through whom it becomes
possible for them to exercise it, they will not employ
it for what they may be led to believe are their own
interests. But in an inquiry whether, independently
of the alarm or enthusiasm which they excite in.
certain persons or classes, democratic institutions
contain any seed of dissolution or extinction, Mr.
Labouchere's speculation becomes most interesting
just where it stops. What is to be the nature of the
legislation by which the lot of the artisan and of the
9 Fortnightly Review, March 1, 1883.